LETTER 


\  TO  THE 


ROYAL  COLLEGES  OF  PHYSICIANS 

OF  LONDON,  OF  DUBLIN,  AND 
OF  EDINBURGH, 


FROM 


ANDREW  DUNCAN  sen.  M.  D.  &  Prof. 

FinST  PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  KING  FOB,  SCOTLAND, 
FATHER  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS  OF  EDINBURGH,  S^C. 

RESPECTING 

A  PROPOSAL  FOR  THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF  MEDICINE,  BY 
PUBLISHING  ANNUALLY,  UNDER  THE  AUTHORITY  OF 
THESE  THREE  ROYAL  COLLEGES, 

A  PIIAIlMACOI*(EIA  BRITANNICA. 

■i 

r 


*■  N<m  fasces  non  purpuram,  non  exsiructas  in  altum  divitias,  rum 
ingenium  artibus  atque  scientiis  viounque  omatum  et  irhbutum,  sed  ani- 
mum  communi  uiilitate  inservieniem  dignitas  sequUur. 

Nichols,  Oratio  Harveiana. 


Gentlemen, 

I  NEED  not  tell  you,  that  the  Colleges  of  Phy- 
sicians of  London,  of  Dublin,  and  of  Edinburgh, 
established  at  an  early  period  by  Royal  Charters, 
have  always  been  considered  as  the  Councils  of 
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Health  for  the  respective  kingdoms  to  whicli 
they  belong.  In  this  capacity,  tliey  have  pnb- 
lished,  in  an  improved  form,  when  they  thought 
it  necessary.  Pharmacopoeias  regulating  the  com- 
position of  medicines,  each  for  the  kingdom  over 
which  their  jurisdiction  extended.  But  Eng- 
land, Ireland  and  Scotland  are  now  so  intimately 
connected,  that  no  one  can  possibly  be  ignorant 
of  the  many  inconveniences  which  must  arise  from 
three  different  Pharmacopoeias  for  regulating  the 
practice  of  Apothecaries  in  the  composition  of  me- 
dicines in  different  parts  of  the  British  empire. 
The  benefits  that  would  result  fi'om  one  Phamia- 
copoeia  Britannica,  regulating  the  practice  of 
Apothecaries  over  the  whole,  are  too  obvious  to 
require  being  mentioned.  On  that  subject,  it  is, 
I  think,  impossible  there  can  be  two  opinions. 

A  Pharmacopoeia  Britannica  could  only  indeed 
be  obtained  by  a  solemn  act  of  the  Legislature. 
But  if  the  three  Royal  Colleges  were  to  unite  in 
applying  for  such  an  act,  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that  it  would  be  obtained.  That  act  might  be  so 
framed,  as  to  be  productive  of  many  other  advan- 
tages to  the  rational  and  intelligent  Physician, 
in  employing  hi  endeavours  in  the  cure  of  dis- 
eases.   Among  other  particulai-s,  it  might  be  so 
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framed  as  to  produce  a  complete  and  entire  sepa- 
ration between  the  honest  and  intelligent  Apo- 
thecary and  the  daring  and  impudent  empiric. 
The  sale  of  pharmacopoeia  medicines  might  be 
entirely  confined  and  secured  to  the  former ;  while 
the  latter  might  still  be  allowed  freely  to  employ 
all  his  art  in  extending  the  sale  of  his  infallible 
nostrums  at  any  other  shop  he  may  incline,  ex- 
cepting the  shops  of  those  regularly  licensed  by 
Government  to  sell  pharmacopoeia  medicines. 
From  this  separation  by  legal  authority,  there 
cannot  be  a  doubt  that  much  real  benefit  would 
be  obtained. 

But,  besides  this,  such  an  Act  of  Parliament 
might  introduce  into  the  shop  of  the  regularly 
licensed  Apothecary  many  important  improve- 
ments. Among  others,  it  might  lead  to  an  use- 
ful reformation  in  weights  used  in  the  shops  of 
Apothecaries,  and  to  a  more  speedy  introduction 
into  these  shops  of  every  article  which  may  be 
hereafter  discovered  to  be  really  useful  in  the 
cure  of  disease. 

The  weights  hitherto  employed,  grains,  scruples, 
drachms,  ounces  and  pounds,  are  attended  with 
many  inconveniences.  On  this  subject,  without 
adopting  the  new  French  weights,  I  would  yet  imi- 
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tate  them,  by  adopting  decimals.  I  would  con- 
tinue the  present  grain  as  the  basis  ;  and  I  would 
adopt  as  multiples  of  it  decigrains,  centigrains, 
and  mijlegrains.  Of  these  millegrains  ten  should 
form  the  Libe  *.  The  libe,  again,  might  be  in- 
creased in  a  decimated  progression,  as  well  as  the 
grain,  its  multiple  being  a  decilibc,  a  centilibe, 
and  a  millelibe.  From  this  standard  for  weight, 
it  cannot,  I  think,  be  doubted,  that  many  import- 
ant advantages  would  arise,  both  to  the  Physician 
and  to  the  Apothecary. 

Another  obvious  benefit  that  might  be  obtain- 
ed by  an  Act  of  Parliament,  is  an  annual  im- 
provement of  the  Pharmacopoeia  Britannica,  cor- 
rected according  to  the  progressive  discoveries 
made  in  the  Practice  of  Medicine.  It  has  hi- 
therto been  the  uniform  practice  of  all  the  three 
Royal  Colleges  to  improve  their  Pharmacopoeias, 
not  gradatim,  but  per  saltum,  as  it  may  be 
termed.  They  have  pubhshed  new  editions  only 
at  the  end  of  ten,  twelve,  or  sometimes  even  more 
than  twenty  years.  By  this  means,  the  altera- 
tions have  necessarily  been  very  considerable,  and 
have  often  led  to  an  almost  total  change  of  lan- 


*  A  term  derived  from  the  Latin  word  libra,  though  much 
heavier  than  the  present  pound  of  apothecaries'  weight. 
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guage,  both  in  prescription  and  in  the  shops  of 
the  Apothecaries.  Several  important  medicines 
have  not  had  a  place  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  of  any 
of  the  three  Colleges  for  many  years  after  they 
have  been  in  common  use  with  almost  every  in- 
telligent practitioner. 

These  great  inconveniences  might  be  effectual- 
ly avoided  by  an  annual  standard  Pharmacopoeia, 
with  an  imprimatur  from  all  the  three  Royal 
Colleges,  being  printed  every  year  at  the  expence 
of  Government.    This  new  impression,  conjoin- 
ed with  a  licence  to  keep  an  apothecary's  shop, 
might  be  distributed  by  the  Stamp-Office ;  each 
individual  who  shall  receive  a  licence  for  the  year 
paying  at  the  rate  of  Two  Guineas  annually, 
for  a  stamped  licence  and  a  copy  of  the  Pharma- 
copoeia,   From  the  sum  thus  collected  by  the 
Distributor  of  Stamps,  an  adequate  allowance 
might  be  made  to  an  intelligent  Physician,  ap- 
pointed by  Government,  to  prepare  the  annual 
Pharmacopoeia.    From  the  money  thus  collected, 
the  full  expence  of  printing  and  distributing  this 
annual  Pharmacopoeia  might  be  defrayed,  and 
even  some  addition  made  to  the  general  revenue, 
as  well  as  from  the  licences  for  the  sale  of  Tea, 
Wine,  or  other  articles. 


\ 
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Of  such  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  it  may  na- 
turally be  concluded,  that  very  different  opinions 
will  be  formed ;  and  I  am  fully  sensible  that  it  is 
liable  to  many  objections.  But  the  evils  that 
might  be  apprehended  from  it  are,  in  my  opinion, 
of  very  little  weight  when  put  in  the  scale  against 
the  numerous  advantages  which  would  result 
from  it.  And  to  submit  it  more  fully  to  the  se- 
rious consideration  of  the  three  Colleges,  I  here 
subjoin  what  I  think  might  be  the  Heads  of  a 
Bill  which  might  be  proposed  by  the  three  Royal 
Colleges  of  Physicians  for  the  sanction  of  the 
British  Parliament.  My  conduct  in  suggesting 
such  a  Bill  will,  I  doubt  not,  be  blamed  by  many. 
But  I  can  at  least  answer  for  my  intentions. 
They  are  honest,  rational,  and  even  merit  appro- 
bation. And,  1  am  persuaded,  I  need  not  re- 
quest that  each  of  you  will  bestow  upon  them  a 
serious  consideration. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  DUNCAN  sen.  mt.  82. 


Edinburgh,  ) 
Oct.  1.  1826.  j 
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PROPOSED  HEADS  OF  A  BILL, 

FOR 

REGULATING  THE  PRACTICE  OF  PHARMACY 
IN  THE  BRITISH  EMPIRE. 

Be  it  enacted, 

That,  in  place  of  three  Pharmacopoeias,  which 
are  at  present  pubhshed  by  authority  of  the  Royal 
Colleges  of  Physicians  of  London,  of  Dublin,  and 
of  Edinburgh,  for  regulating  the  practice  of  Phar- 
macy in  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland,  there 
shall  be  but  one  Pharmacopoeia,  under  the  title 
of  the  Pharmacopoeia  Britannica,  for  re- 
gulating the  practice  of  Pharmacy  over  the  whole 
of  the  British  Empire, 

That  of  this  Pharmacopoeia  Britannica  a  cor- 
rected and  improved  edition  shall  be  published 
on  or  before  the  1st  of  January  every  year,  to  be 
the  standard  for  every  Apothecary  during  the 
course  of  that  year. 

That  this  corrected  edition  shall  be  prepared 
by  a  Physician  appointed  by  the  King,  under  the 
title  of  Royal  Pharmacopolist. 

That,  prior  to  its  piibhcation,  it  shall  receive 
an  imprimatur  from  the  Pi-esidents  of  the  Royal 
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Colleges  of  Pliysiciaiis  of  London,  of  Dublin,  and 
of  Edinburgh. 

That  no  shops  shall  be  permitted  to  sell  Phar- 
macopoeia Medicines,  excepting  those  which  are 
kept  by  Apothecaries  who  have  obtained  a  li- 
cence from  Government  for  that  special  purpose. 

That  no  Apothecary  licensed  by  Government 
to  vend  Pharmacopoeia  Medicines,  shall  keep  in 
his  shop,  or  sell,  any  other  articles  whatever  but 
those  which  are  introduced  into  the  Pharmaco- 
poeia Britannica. 

That  the  Grain  weight  at  present  in  use  in  the 
shops  of  Apothecaries,  shall  still  continue  to  be  * 
the  basis  of  the  weights  used  by  Apothecaries  in 
the  composition  and  sale  of  Medicines,;  but  that 
in  place  of  the  other  denominations  which  are  at 
present  in  use,  the  larger,  weights  shall  be  in- 
creased in  decimal  progression,  under  the  deno- 
minations of  Decigrains,  Centigrains,  and  Mille- 
grains   of  Libes,  Decilibes,  Centilibes,  and  Mil- 
lelibes ;  every  superior  denomination  consisting  of 
ten  of  the  inferior. 

That,  both  in  the  composition  and  sale  of  Me- 
dicines, weight  only  shall  be  employed,  and  that 
recourse  shall  never  be  had  to  measure  in  the  - 
shops  of  the  Apothecaries. 


